
C R E - 8
Crowd Requirement Engineering 

for an i.MX 8 Single Board Computer 

PHYTEC has been selected by NXP to be an 
EBS (Embedded Board Solutions) Alpha Partner 
for the i.MX 8 applications processor family.  
As an EBS Alpha Partner for the i.MX 8, PHYTEC 
will have early access to this cutting edge, 
multi-core device, and will be among the first 
companies to bring a board-level product to 
market. 

What features must an i.MX 8 SBC have so 
that is attractive for lots of users with different 
requirements?  

PHYTEC requests your input in the specifica-
tion phase of our development efforts for our 
first SBC in support of the i.MX 8, the CRE-8.

We invite the full extent of your “crowd-spec” 
feedback, including:

• Which processor features are the most important?
• Temperature range: cost-effective commercial 
 grade or industrial requirements?
• Priorities for peripherals?
• How to best implement Expansion Boards 
 to provide additional functionality?
• Scope of Linux operating system support?
• Other (real-time) operating systems?
• Build system (Yocto, ...)?
• Distribution (Debian, ...)?
• Type and extent of documentation?
• ... and whatever else you think is important
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How to participate:

PHYTEC will launch an open platform community 
during our initial design phase. Please visit the follo-
wing web page to follow launch of the community as 
well as to register to contribute to specifications:
http://www.cre-8.world 

NXP has already released details on some i.MX 8 
processor variants. Additional devices remain in the 
pipeline for future launch. The i.MX 8 series will also 
have a dynamic software infrastructure. PHYTEC 
likewise plans an agile response in our development 
efforts around the i.MX 8, and we value your input 
at all points during the entire design process for this 
new and powerful applications processor family.

Why Crowd Engineering?

In combination with PHYTEC’s close relationship 
with NXP, the launch of the i.MX 8 series represents 
a unique opportunity to leverage this cutting-edge 
applications processor platform across the widest 
possible range of users and vertical markets. PHY-
TEC thus seeks maximum insight into the require-
ments of potential users of the i.MX 8. This includes 
users and use cases that are not within PHYTEC’s 
typical target markets. Such a combination of efforts 
can best create and drive a platform that resonates 
across the entire embedded industry, as well as 
bring to market an SBC for the i.MX 8 that best cap-
tures a complete set of user requirements.  

http://www.cre-8.world

Industrial Applications?

There are no fixed requirements for the PHYTEC 
CRE-8. It is completely OK if an SBC emerges from 
crowd engineering efforts that is not focused on 
industrial use. PHYTEC already intends to develop 
additional products to meet such requirements of 
our industrial use customers. The CRE-8 will then be 
another within a scalable offering of PHYTEC i.MX 
8 products. PHYTEC also anticipates considerable 
synergy effects across these offerings, including 
continuously evolving and expansive basis of soft-
ware support. 

We invite you to join our global team of 
developers and contribute to specification 
of a CRE-8 SBC for the new NXP i.MX 8 
applications processor.

cre-8


